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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment 
may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of 
such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Nikolaus Schibli on September 20, 2005. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

2. Claims 27, 28, 29, and 30, the phrase "data carrier" is changed to 
"customer telecommunications device". 

3. Claim 31 is combined with claim 43. Claim 43 now reads: 

A billing methods to determine usage fees which arise through use of a 

digital telecommunications network, comprising: 

Determining statistical characteristics of previous connections of a 

customer; 
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Creating a client traffic distribution curve based on the statistical 
characteristics; generating a dynamic client profile based on the client 
traffic distribution curve; 

Establishing a new connection by the customer via the digital 
telecommunications network; and 

Calculating a usage fee associated with the new connection before 
termination of the new connection; and 

Determining group statistical characteristics of previous connections of at 
least one group of users of the telecommunications network; 
Determining customer statistical characteristics of previous connections of 
a customer of the telecommunications network; 
Deriving a dynamic client profile based on at least one of the group 
statistical characteristics and the customer statistical characteristics; 
Storing said dynamic client profile in a memory area of a customer 
telecommunications device; 

Establishing a new connection by the customer via the telecommunications 
network; 
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Calculation, based on the dynamic client profile, a usage fee for the new 
connection; and modifying said dynamic client profile based on at least one 
random variable associated with the new connection. 

Claim 32 has been made an independent claim. The preamble of claim 32 
now reads: 

A billing method comprising: 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 23, 27, 32, 43, and 52 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As per Claims 23, 27, 32, 43, and 52. 

The present invention is directed to a method for determining usage 
fees in a telecommunications network. Each independent claim identifies 
the uniquely distinct features "dynamically updating a client profile to 
calculate price per connection ". The closest prior art, Fenner, Lakshmi 
and Jain et al., disclose maintaining and changing service profiles built into 
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the phone company database, either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render the above underlined limitations obvious. 

The claims which depend from the above allowed claims are allowed based 
on their dependencies. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, 
should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be 
clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Debra F. Charles whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272 6791 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5 
Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vincent A. Millin can be reached on (571) 272 6747. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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